R R S S

THE -

MAHARAJA OF CASHMERE:

A VINDICATION

AND

AN APPEAL

BY

JOGENDRA CHANDRA l}osn,- M.A., B.L.,
of the Punjab Chief Court Bar.

L s o e—

CALCUTTA.
1893,



"y,

PRINTED BY LAHIRI ARD Mrrra
29, BEADON STREET.

PusLisuep BY G. GHOSE
62-5 BEADOR STREET.

-



Digitized by GOOg[@



Dé':%g
K2

BUHy

CONTENTS.

Preface.—page xi.
Introduction.—page 1.

Object of the book—The Viceroy’s visit
to Cashmere—Position of the Maharaja
bettered—The reparation done to him not
enough—Position of the Paramount Power
in India in connection with the Native
States—Importance and utility of the
Native States—Sympathy  felt for them
throughout the country—They afford
careers to the people of the country—
They are remnants of former political
independence and landmarks of an an-
cient civilization—They patronise learned
men and protect the indigenous arts, indus-
tries and manufactures—They are centres
of self-government—Lord Lansdowne on
Native States and self-government—Native
Statesare pillars of the empire—Annexation
policy of Lord Dalhousie—The services of
the Native States duringthe Mutiny—Lord



[ i)
Canning—Other eminent statesmen on
the value and usefulness of the Native
States—The Royal Proclamation of 1858—
The rights and privileges of the Native
States finally secured to them—Duty of the
Paramount Power towards these States.

Part I.—page 28.

The deposition of Maharaja Pratap
Singh in 1889—The ‘edict of resignation’—
The grounds of deposition—The incrimi-
nating letters—Brief  refutation of
those grounds—Col. Sir O. St. John on
the reforms introduced by the Maharaja—
Transfer of Sir Oliver a misfortune to
Cashmere-—Maharaja’s conceptions of his
duties—His letter to Lord Dufferin—His
installation speech—Reforms initiated by
him in first year of his reign—Harsh
treatment of the Maharaja—An apology
for the Government of India—The Maha-
raja not molested any further—Not taken
into confidence—Sir O. St. John's succes-
sors—Reference to the Mahomedan sub-
jects of the Maharaja deprecated—Dr.



[ iii ]
Hunter on the subject—The Hindus beat
the Mahomedans on their own ground—In
India people cannot demand to be ruled by
their co-religionists only—The mischiev-
ous policy of setting Hindus against Ma-
homedans—Its lamentable consequences—
The Maharaja’s kind and impartial treat-
ment of his Hindu and Mahomedan subjects
—His generosity towards the followers
of other creeds—The Maharaja’s feelings
after his deposition—His letter to the
Viceroy—The latter's reply—The Maha-
raja returns to Jummu in the middle of
1889—Lives in seclusion—His anxiety
to meet the Viceroy—Difficulties in the °
way—A favourable turn—Col. Nisbet
goes on furlough—Col. Prideaux appoint-
ed to the Residency—His conciliatory
attitude towards the Maharaja—His
speedy success—Delicate nature of a
Residents’ work—His position in the
State where he is posted—Indian Princes
how amenable to their influences—The
way in which the Residents should conduct
themselves—Their indiscretion leads to



[ iv T
strained feelings—The necessity of exer:-
cising care in the selection of Residents—
Princes should be allowed to lay their com-
plaints direct to Government—Their short-
comings—Residents should act as their
‘guide, friend and philosopher'—Improve--
ment in the posture of the Maharaja’s
affairs soon after the appointment of Col.
Prideaux—The Viceroy's proposal to visit.
Cashmere—His Excellency leaves Simla
—Banquet at Srinagar and the Resident’s
speech—The Viceroy’s reply—Kind assur-
ances—Their effect on the public mind—
The enquiries by the Viceroy—His inter-
views with the Maharaja— Result—Partial:
restoration of the Maharaja—a measure of.
justice. :
Part I1.—page 72.

Changze in the Maharaja’s position—Far-
from pleasant at first—His path strewn
with thorns—He meets with opposition
and is thwarted—Intrigues—His respon-
sibilities—His powers inadequate for their
proper discharge—Left to his own re-



(v]

sourcés—His: good nature: and his good,
sense: prevail—His kind treatment. of his
opponents—Valuable help and sympathe-
tic attitude of Col. Prideaux—The Maha-
raja’s: visit to Lahore in March 1892—
Cholera inn Cashmere—Fires. and scar-
city—The Maharaja’s anxiety to see his
subjects—He is detained at Jummu—
His solicitude—Relief measures ordered by
him on a _liberal scale—Medical aid—
Pundit Suraj Kaul sent to Cashmere to
provide. against scarcity—His success—
Grants to  the sufferers from fire—Testi-
mony of an Anglo-Indian paper—The
Maharaja goes to Srinagar in July 1892—
Visits Gulmarg—His attention engrossed
in pressing affairs of State—Sanitary
improvements. in Srinagar—Water works
proposed—The Maharaja’s: tender sym-
pathy for the peasantry—Remission of
large arrears of revenue—Announced at
the Dusserah Duarbar—Description of the
Durbar—His subjects’ attachment to- the
Maharaja—The Maharaja’s speech—He
divines.good to his people from the - fixity



[ vi]

of the assessment—Wishes them peace and
prosperity—The Maharaja’s strong desire
to ameliorate their condition—Mr. Win-
pate’s testimony in His. Highness's - favour
and against his officials— Conclusions from
‘Mr. Wingate’s testimony—Investiture of
the Maharaja with the insignia of the Star
‘of India—The Resident’s speech—Address
to the Maharaja by his subjects—Its value
-as shewing their sentiments towards him
—The Maharaja returns to Jummu—Va-
‘Jedictory reception and entertainment to
Lord Roberts—Their justification—High
compliment paid by Lord Roberts to the
‘Maharaja’s loyalty and services—The
Maharaja’s capacity for sustained work—
‘Lord Roberts’ farewell entertainment at
-Lahore—The Maharaja joins it—His rea-
-sons—He wins golden opinions,

Part II1.—page 114, '

The Maharaja’s reverses were not
of his own seeking—were due to causes
beyond his control—Mr. Plowden’s re-
commendation to set aside the .h{ahmja

=



[ vii T

—rejected by Lord Dufferin in- July -1888-
—His Lordship’s - advice to Mr. Plowden
to proceed in a judicious and - sympathetic
spirit—=Mr. Plowden’s failure—His wrong-
estimate of the Maharaja—His remarks
against Raja Amar Singh—Reforms ini-
tiated by the Maharaja in the first year
of his reign—Causes of their defeat—
Good work done by the Maharaja since-
his partial restoration—Land settlement
and remission of arrears—Their beneficial-
effect—Accounts—The  budget—Official
integrity—The judicial and the executive
—The laws of the State—Honorary Magis-
trates—Reclamation of waste lands—
Roads and bridges—Sanitation and con-.
servancy of Srinagar—Water-works—.
Schools—The degar cess—Restrictions-on
forced labour—The Mian Rajputs—Army-
organisation—Remission of arrears in the
Military Department—Farm of customs du--
ties—Purchase of State supplies and stores
—The feudatories—The Mission Hos-
pital—The Mastgurh Musjid—Religious
toleration—Encouragement of letters—The



[ v )

above list satisfactory—Attitude of the Ma-
haraja’s -‘brothers towards His Highness—
The Hindu scriptures—The sons of - Dasa-
ratha—Their noble example—The Rama-
yana—Its lessons—Should not be lost upon
royal brothers—Their loyalty to - the
Maharaja not only a ‘matter of duty but
also of self interest—The result . of their
past conduct—Byegones should be forgot-
ten—Exhortation for more becoming con-
duct in future—Durbar-at -Jummu'on 10th
March 1893—Distribution of the Empréss
medals ‘to the Maharaja’s army—The
Maharaja's speech—His expressions - of
loyalty—His advice to his soldiers—The
concluding passage in his -speech—The
Maharaja’s ‘loyalty inherited—Maha-
raja Runbir Singh—His magnanimity=-
Services rendered by -the - Jummu
family—At the annexation 'of the Punjab
—In 1857—At -the siege ‘of Delhi and
on other occasions—The Hazara expedi-
tion—The Yarkand Mission—Russia in
Central Asia—The Agror Valley and Black
Mountain expeditions—Recent operations



[ix J:

on ‘the :frontiers—Outlay :'of ‘money—
Claims of the Maharaja upon the kindness
and ‘consideration -of. the British Govern-
ment=~Those claims not duly recognised
—Examination of certain statements made
against the Maharaja—Not correct ‘that
population in Cashmere ‘had steadily
dwindled'—Nor that the people had be-
come ‘impoverished to the point of chronic
scarcity’—Nor that ‘the Maharaja had no
inclination to improve the condition of
his people—Nor that he was mcompetent
to manage his affairs.

Conclusion—page 155.

" The Mabharaja the victim of misrepre-
_sentations—He submitted to his fate with
patient dignity—He deserves ampler jus-
tice than has been meted out to him—
Consnderatlons in his favour—The treaty
of Amntsar—Her Majesty’s Proclamation
of 1858—Misconceptions regarding the
Maharaja—Appeal to His Excellency the
Viceroy—Lord Cross's pledge in the
Houss of Lords—It is time to redeem that



[ x]

pledge—Present condition of affairs—Sys..
tem of double government—The Maha-
raja’s difficulties—He should be rescued:
from his present predicament— Expediency
and justice as well as sound policy require it.
—The Resident cannot always help the.
Maharaja—The Maharaja’s hands should be-
strengthened and he should receive sym-.
pathy and support—The Maharaja on his,
own failure—His selection of his own..
ministers a sine qua non for his success—
The Maharaja solicited a trial upwards of
4 years ago—It should be granted to him—
Concluding remarks.



1

.... PREFACE.

N - attempting, a second time, an ex-
= position of the affairs of Cashmere, I
have studiously kept clear of controversial
-matters. as far as possible. My whole
object has been to state plainly the just
case of the Maharaja and to press it upon
the attention of His Excellency the Vice-
roy. Keeping this object in view, I have
put together a few facts and arguments
which, I confidently hope, will meet with
His Excellency’s kind perusal and consi-
deration. The Maharaja has suffered too
long already, and it will redound to the
lasting glory of Lord Lansdowne if, be-
fore leaving India, he reverses the doom
with which His Highness was visited four
years and a half ago. I trust I have been
able to shew, in the course of these pages,
that the Maharaja amply deserves its re-

versal.
As a loyal subject of the British Gov-
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ernment, I cannot be indifferent to im-
perial interests with which the welfare
of the country is indissolubly mixed.
These interests must have precedence over
every other consideration, but I am con-
vinced that the reinstatement of the. Maha-
raja will only serve to promote those in-
terests instead of damaging them in any
way. This conviction and the justice of
the Maharaja’s cause have emboldened me
to write this. ‘vindication and appeal,’ in
the humble belief that my motive shall
not be misconstrued and my modest labour -
‘shall not become futile and abortive..

CALCUTTA :
The 20tk September 1893 } J. C. BOSE.,



- INTRODUCTION.

FOUR years ago, I wrote a small book
on “Cashmere and its Prince,” with the
object of exposing the ungrounded nature
of the attacks made against the Maharaja
by his opponents, and of bringing to the
‘notice of the highest authorities the true
‘character of the imbroglio which had then
recently taken place in his state. The
politics of Cashmere have undergone con-
siderable change since that book was.
written. The Maharaja, who was at that
time a merely ornamental figure-head in
‘his own territories, without any power to
interfere in any of their affairs, has been
since elevated to the Presidentship of his
- Coungil, whose deliberations he assists and
shares in and, sometimes, even guides and
controls. For this elevation, the Maharaja
and his friends and well-wishers are in-
debted to His Excellency the .Marquis of

t
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Lansdowne, who gave proof of the nobility
of his head and heart by rendering to the
Maharaja an instalment of justice no
sooner he came to know that His High-
ness had been grossly misrepresented to
:His Excellency, and found out by personal
-contact with the Maharaja and a careful
local enquiry in his dominions that he was
neither such a bad man nor such an
:oppressive ruler as he had been pictured
-to be. The Viceroy’s visit to the Happy
‘Valley, in October—November 1891, was
-thus fruitful of one very beneficial result :
it dispelled the false notions that had been
. formed of the Maharaja and led to his
partial restoration to the throne of his
.ancestors. But the restoration has been
.as yet but partial, the Maharaja being
still in all important and many ' unimpor-
_tant matters subject to the Resident’s will,
and it is due to Lord Lansdowne, who
‘was misled into sanctioning his downfall,
to render him ampler and more complete
reparation before His Excellency leaves
the country. The object of this little
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book is to place a number of facts and
arguments before His Excellency, show-
ing how the Maharaja deserves such re-
paration at His Excellency’s hands,

If the Maharaja were a tyrannical
,or an.oppressive ruler, I should have been
* the last to take up the pen in his favour,
or say .a word on his behalf, But aware
as I am from personal knowledge of the
good traits in his character—his goodness,
his benevolence, his courtesy, his deep
and earnest anxiety for the welfare and
advancement of his subjects, I have
been much pained at the underserved
treatment he has received, and having
had the honour to serve him in a high
capacity though for a brief period, have
regarded it my duty to defend him against
the ungrounded, unjust and not unoften
evil-minded aspersions of his open enemies
and false friends. And the call of this
duty .has seemed to me all the more
imperative, as I consider the question of
the Maharaja’s restoration to full powers
possesses a wider significance than can
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be predicated of his individual case. The
question involves not merely the narrower
issue whether one individual is to be
unjustly kept out of bis rights, but also
the much broader one, namely, whether a
Christian Paramount Power, placed by
Providence to rule over the destinies of
this vast country, should tolerate any
injustice to one of its most loyal and
devoted feudatories, and thereby lower
its prestige in the eyes of the public
here and in Europe. I am fully pursuaded
that the adoption of such a course cannot
_fail to be highly injurious to its interests in
the long run ; and thusimpelled by loyalty
on the one hand and by gratitude on the
other, I make bold to write these pages, in
hopes that they will contribute to advance
the cause of righteousness and truth.
There is another potent consideration
which has swayed me.in pursuing the
resolution I have proposed to myself, In
common with many of my countrymen,
I am an ardent well-wisher of the Native
States, and feel convinced that, in the
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forward march’ of the Indian nation under
pax Britannica, they are destined to
play an important part. They possess
a utility all their own, and it is im-
possible that the purposes they are in-
tended to serve in the economy of
this vast empire can be accomplished by
any other agency. It is, therefore, in the
interests of the British Government as
well as of the people of India that these
states should be preserved intact and their
privileges respected as much as possible.
I do not mean to contend that when an
Indian Prince is oppressive and tyrannical
and palpably misgoverns his people, the
Paramount Power in the exercise of its
overrule should not heed his conduct nor
take no notice of it. By virtue of its very
position and the responsibilities that rest
upon it, the Paramount Power may, in
such an instance, be justified in taking
suitable action; but no interference of a

radical nature should, I submit, be ordered

till an extreme case is made out, not on
mere exparfe reports of its Political

Py
3
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Agents, but on due enquiry conducted on
some intelligible principles of justice and
fair play, in which the alleged offender
may have at least a chance of a hearing.
Such proceedings cannot fail to produce
the double beneficial effect of reassuring
our Princes and enhancing the durability
and glory of the British Government.

It would be beyond the scope of this
little book to dilate on the utility of the
Native States, or the purposes they are
capable of serving in the domain of mo-
dern Indian politics. Yet, when it is re-
membered what deep sympathy is felt for
the welfare of these States throughout the
country and what loud clamour of dis-
pleasure and indignation is evoked when
any of their chiefs meet with undeserved
treatment, a few words of explanation may
not be regarded unnecessary. There was a
time when the whole country from the
Himalayas to the sea used to be governed
by indigenous agency. With the advent of
the Mahomedans, the agency changed in
a few places for a time; but our Maho-
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medan conquerors soon took up' their:
permanent abode in India, and their sons'
and sons’ sons became children of the
soil. Thusin a few generations they be-
came merged in the general population,.
and, though much religious rancour pre-
vailed at one time between them and their:
Hindu fellow-countrymen, they gradually
got reconciled to each other and began to-
live on terms of amity and friendship.:
What was foreign agency at the commence-
ment thus imperceptibly received a native
mould, and was transformed into the
general indigenous administrative machi-
nery of the country. Most parts of India
still continued to be governed by the:
Hindus, with central power in some not-
able instances in the hands of the Moslem'
Emperors of Delhi, or, when these were
not strong enough, in the hands of power-
ful governors or refractory rulers of subaks
or provinces ; but it used to be an esta-
blished order of things that Hindus often;
held the highest posts under Mahomedan
kings and vice versa. With the English
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conquest of India, this order of things
underwent a complete change. The
major part of the country passed directly
under British rule, which has hitherto em-
ployed a strictly foreign agency in carrying
on the administration and has been very
much foreign in its characteristics and in-
cidents. Security of person and property
was speedily established, but for a time
all political advancement of the native
population received a sudden and unpre-
cedented check. Previous to 1833, a man
of the world-wide reputation for learning
and ability like Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
who under native domination would have
aspired to and perbaps reached the highest
posts, could gain no higher dignity under
the British Government than a District
Collector's  Sherisbtadarship. = Things
have since undergone a change for the
better and some native gentlemen have
been promoted even to High Court
judgships ; yet it would lead to sheer
disappointment to expect a Salar Jung
or a Madhava Rao in British India.
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- One "of the strongest reasons why the
Native States are so fondly loved by the
people is that these states still afford
them careers which are shut out, and
supply opportunities for the development
of their administrative talents which are
not available, within the pale of British
jurisdiction. It is well known that cir-
cumstances contribute very largely to
make up a man, and that these circums-
tances are in British India somewhat
adverse to the growth and expansion of
governing capacities among the native
- population. The peculiar nature of the
relationship which the rulers - and the
ruled bear to each other in this country
render it improbable that, at least for some
time to come, the former will be ina
position to entrust. the more capable
among the latter with responsible and
independent administrative charges. We
have had men of ability in the Subordinate
Executive Service, but they are creatures
of a stereotyped system and are so com-
pletely fettered by what is technically
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known as ‘red-tapism,’ that as a rule they
cannot originate’ a' single administrative
meastre capable of producing beneficial
results to an appreciable extent. We
have lately had a small number of native
District Officers in some parts of the
country ; but their opportunities also are
very limited, while the success which has
almost invariably followed their appoint-
ment strongly refutes the theory that the
Indians are unfit for superior administra-
tive work, and clearly shews that with'
better opportunities they might develop ta-
lents which now lie unused and dormant.
Another reason why the Native States
are highly regarded is that they are
associated in the popular mind with
recollections of the political independence
that was once enjoyed, and form land-
marks as it were of that ancient civiliza-
tion whose traces are still . visible amidst
the wreck and debris of ages. In spite of
the absence of those refined methods
which distinguish the government in the
British territories, the rule of the Native
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‘Princes possesses one decided advantage in
that it is more sympathetic and more in’
harmony with the ideas, thoughts and
usages of the people. Native Courts again
have been patrons of learned men and
men of character and sanctity, and pro-
tectors of the arts, industries and manu-
factures of the country. It is too true,
as Col, Torrens has remarked, that ‘the
demand for Cashmere shawls has dwind-
led in extent as British supremacy has
spread northwards from Bengal Proper;
and the fall of Lucknow and Delhi has
been almost the shawl-makers ‘ast and
bitterest blow.” And what is true of the
shaw] manufacture istrue also of the manu-
facture of many other indigenous fabrics
which once commanded universal admira-
tion by the superiority of their texture
and quality. They are still prized by our
Princes and Chiefs, who, even in their
decline, encourage directly or indirectly
these and other arts and industries,.which
but for them would have probably died
out of the country.
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- Native States again are the only centres
round which true self-government on an
appreciable scale is possible in the present
political exigencies of the country. Indians
had successfully governed themselves from
remote antiquity, and the resuscitation of
their self-governing capacities is a desider-
atum not only to themselves but also to
their British rulers and masters. Hence a
movement in this direction is visible
throughout the Empire. The higher ins-
tincts of the people are to be preserved
and even developed, and Britain’s mission
in India is not to extinguish every spark
of generous ambition in the Indian breast,
but to generate in it that vital warmth
which will call forth latent powers and
susceptibilities and enliven the capacity for
organisation and discipline self-government
imposes. The utility of the Native States
as self-governing agencies is palpable, and
I can do nothing better to support my
position than quote the utterances of our
present Viceroy on the subject. Speak-
ing at the St. Andrew'’s Dinner on
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soth November 1891, Lord Lansdowne,
after referring to His Excellency’s visit
to Cashmere and a few other Native
States, observed—¢1 dwell upon these facts
because I regard it as a matter of first rate
importance that the states in subordinate
alliance with Her Majesty should be sa
governed that we need have no scruple
in preserving for them the measure of
independence which they at present enjoy.
Not only would it be an act of injustice
to deprive them of the privileges of self-
government to which they are entitled,
but it would, I am convinced, be a distinct
misfortune to the Empire if these inter-
esting remnants of indigenous rule were
to be entirely. effaced. * * * It is
imstructive both for the natives of this
country and for Eurapeans, that the two
kinds of Government should be in force
side by side, and in the full view of public
opinion. We are all of us fond of dwelling
upon the necessity of decentralising our
administration, and considering all the
circumstances of India, I doubt whether.
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there is any form of decentralisation more
Quseful than that which leaves the domestic . -
affairs of a large portion of the country to
the management of its own people.” . These
pregnant remarks of His Excellency will
find an echo in every reasonable mind.
There are no doubt Native States and
Native States, but it is in the interest of
them all that, while they should enjoy
perfect liberty in the management of their
internal affairs, they.should live and grow
in the full light of enlightened public opi-
nion. This would purify their atmosphere
where it is infected and show, at the same
time, that we can still boast of a Mysore,
a Travancore and a Baroda, whose govern-
ment, managed by able native rulers and
administrators, may compare favourably
when placed in juxtaposition with even
British rule. 4

. But there is one more consideration, as
powerful as the others, in favour of the
Native States and their continuance, and
this consideration weighs equally with the
people and the Paramount Power. Senti-
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ments of loyalty and gratitude for numer-
. ous boons received as well as the instincts
of self-interest and self-preservation alike
prompt the people to desire the continu-
ance of British rule under whose protect-
ing agis they have been making rapid
marches towards prosperity and civilisa-
tion ; and bearing in mind the services ren-
dered to it by the Native States, they wish
as a means to an end, ‘that these states
should flourish and prosper. As for the
Paramount Power, the help it has received
from our Princes and Chiefs has been
repeatedly acknowledged, but by none so
forcibly as by that illustrious statesman
who wielded the destinies of this Empire
in the terrible crisis of 1857. The Native
‘States had been ruthlessly broken up and
absorbed during the preceding regime, and
the terrible mutiny, which Lord Canning
was called upon to face and to quell, has
been imputed mainly to the discontent
caused by Lord Dalhouse’s policy of
annexation. An almost eye-witness
thus describes the situation.—‘The decade
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preceding the revolt of the army had
seen the British dominions largely extend.
ed by the absorption of the Native States.
Oudh had been annexed because of the
King's misrule. One after another the
states of Satara, Jhansi and Nagpur had
been treated as escheats., It is true that
neither the doctrine of escheat nor the
practice was new. But they had never
been so logically or systematically en+
forced. The views of the Governor.
General were well known. He believed
that petty principalities, intervening
within the British boundaries, might be
made the means of annoyance to us, but
gould never be a source of strength. He
expressed that advantage should be taken
of every just opportunjty to get rid of
them by annexing them when there were
no direct heirs. He had applied his prin-
ciples to one of the largest states and had
argued for them in the case of the oldest.
No ruling chief felt secure for the future,
and there arose general fear.'* .
¢ Aitchison’s Lord Lawrence pp. 1 34—135
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The Native States had been thus treated
down to 1856, and the Indian Princes,
filled with consternation, trembled on
their thrones, uncertain as to who would
be the next victim. Yet, when in the
following year the fire broke out which
involved the Empire in one mighty
conflagration, these very Princes volun-
tarily came to the side of the Paramount’
Power and manfully stood there till the
fire was completely subdued and extin-
guished. How many instances does
history furnish of such generous repay-
ment? Lord Canning fully realised the
situation and appreciated the valuable
services so rendered at such a crisis;
and in the fulness of his gratitude des-
cribed the "Native States as break waters
to the storm, which would otherwise
have swept over the Empire in one great
wave, ‘The safety of our rule, wrote he,
‘is increased, not diminished, by the
maintenance of Native Chiefs well affect-
ed to us......... «se...And should the day
come when India shall be threatened by

2
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an- external enemy or when the interests
of England elsewhere may require that
her Eastern Empire shall incur more than
ordinary risk, one of our best mainstays
will be found in these Native States.'
These words from such authority shew
more forcibly than volumes of argument
the usefulness of the Native States as
valuable auxilliaries in times of trouble
and as pillars of strength to support the
Empire in cases of internal disorder or
external aggression.

Lord Canning was not singular in his
views about the Native States, nor were
those views based solely on his over-
whelming sense of gratitude for the
services his government had, at a most
critical time, received unasked from the
Indian Princes. He looked at the ques-
tion from the liberal standpoint of practi-
cal politics, and other eminent British
statesmen have expressed similar views
on diverse occasions. Lord Ellenborough,
for instance, writing in 1853, when the
tide of annexation may be said to have



REEI IS
teached its - height, observed—¢I consider
that in fact -our Government is at the
head of the system composed of Native
States, and I would avoid what are
called rightful occasions of appropriating
those territories: On the contrary, I
should be disposed as far as I could to
maintain the Native States, and I am
satisfied that their maintenance and the
giving the subjects of these States the
conviction that they are considered
permanent parts of the general Govern-
ment of India would naturally strengthen
our authority,” Sir Charles Wood
(Lord Halifax), on 26th. February 1863,
referred to the Native States in the House
of Commons in the following terms—‘The
House may dismiss at once all question
of the annexation of territory. There are
many reasons why I think we should not
annex the Native States. It is for our
advantage that such States should be left
in India’” And Lord Cranborne, on 12th
July 1866, speaking at Stainford, said—
“Thirty years ago, the predominant idea
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with many English statesmen was that-
our interest in India consisted in extend-
ing our territory to the largest possible
extent. To that annexation policy the
terrible disaster of the mutiny of 1857
must to a large extent be ascribed. But
as time has gone on, that desire of in-
creased dominion which is the natural
temptation of all powerful States has been
overcome, and statesmen of all parties
have arrived at the conclusion that we
now hold in India pretty well as much
as we can govern, and that we should
be pursuing an unwise and dangerous
policy if we tried to extend our borders
or to lesson the permanence of these
Native Rulers upon whose assistance we
have so long relied.’

Pages might be filled with extracts hke
the above, but it is superfluous to do so.
It will suffice to give a passage from a
document, issued in a solemn and deli-
berate form, after a most perilous moment,
had been safely passed, by the very
highest authority in the whole British
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Empire - from the Royal Proclamation of
1858—the Magna Charta, as it has been
called, of the Princes and people of India.
The passage referred to runs as follows—
‘We hereby announce to the Native
Princes of India that all treaties and
engagements made with them by or under
the authority of the Honourable - East
India Company are by us accepted and
will be scrupulously maintained ; and we
look for the like observance on their part.
We desire no extension of our present
territorial possession ; and while we will
permit no aggression upon our dominions
or our rights to be attempted with im-
punity, we shall sanction no encroachment
on those of others, We shall respect the
rights, dignity and honour of Native
Princes as our own ; and we desire that
they, as well as our subjects, should enjoy
that prosperity and that social advance-
ment which can only be secured by ine
ternal peace and good government.’

Her Majesty the Queen Empress’
gracious Proclamation and the declarations
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-of successive statesmen have ensured to
the Princes of India the safe and peaceable
enjoyment of their possessions and ren-
dered a direct encroachment upon their
powers and privileges next to i<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>